Anti-Suffrage Documents & Memorabilia

“Official” anti-suffrage colors were most often red, black, and white. The primary anti-suffrage
organizations that may have distributed this button were the Massachusetts Association Opposed
to the Further Extension of Suffrage (later the Anti-Suffrage Association of Massachusetts) and/or

the National Association Opposed to Women Suffrage. 1915.

From the collection of Ann Lewis and Mike Sponder.
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This image shows a woman on her way to go vote and leaving behind her husband with two
crying babies and a dirty house. It illustrated the arguments of anti-suffragists that women would
abandon their household responsibilities and families would suffer if women were given the right
to vote.

Election Day!. Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, <www.loc.gov/item/97500226/>.

20 | BETTER DAYS [ 20

© Better Days 2020



=™ L .uprﬁihl. 1910, by C. Fobson
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This 1910 image shows a woman leaving the home while her husband is left behind to care for the
dirty home and crying children. The caption, “Once | get my liberty, no more wedding bells for
me!” played on the fears of those opposed to women’s suffrage that women would abandon their
families and damage home life if suffrage was granted.

From the collection of Ann Lewis and Mike Sponder.
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Vote NO
on Woman Suffrage

BECAUSE 20% of the women either do not

want it, or do mel care.

BECAUSE it competition of with
men instead of co-oprration.

BECAUSE 80% of the women eligible to vote
are married and can only double or annul
their husbands’ votes.

BECAUSE it can be of no benefit commensu-
rate with the additional expense invalved.

BECAUSE in some States more voting women
than voting men will place the Government
under petticoat rule,

BECAUSE it is unwise to risk the good we
already have for the evil which may occur.

Housewives !

You do pot nesd a ballot to clean out your
spout, A handful of potash and some
water is gquicker and cheaper,

B

If new tinware be rubbed all over with freah
then 1ihoroughly heated befors using, It
mever rust,

Use caimenl on a damp cloth to clean white paint.

than
W &ho*l:nwnnholhuﬂwhm

H

Why vote for pure food laws, when your husband
does that, while you can purify your lce-box
with salerntus water?

Common sense and malt Meatl stop
hemorrhage quicker than ballois.

Clean your mirrors with water to which a lttle
glycerine has bean added. This prevents steam-
ing and amoking.

Bulpho naphthol and elbow greass drive out buss
quicker than political hot mir.

To drive sut mice, scatter small pleces of enmphor
In L7 and Peddl and suffs
are harder to scare.

I

Sl
H ousehold I'Iints

National Association OPPOSED
to Woman Suffrage

Headqguarters
268 Madison Avenue
New York, N. ¥,

Branch
726 Fourteenth Street, N. W.
Washington, D, C,

Votes of Women can accomplish no more
than votes of Men, Why waste time,
energy and money, without result?

To remove shine from sorgs, spooge with hot waisr
and vinegar and press In usual manDer.

Clean houses and good homes, which cannot be

B by keep
and happler than any number of uplift lnwe

Butter on a fresh burn takes oul the sting. But
whatl removes the sting of political dsfent?

Clean dirty wall paper with fresh bread.

When washing colored hoslery, & lttle salt in the
water will prevernt colors from running.

If an Anti swallows blohlocide, give her whitea of
egEs. but If It's o suff, give ker a vote.

Spot Removers

The k] far @ Epotd and
staing will be found sfMicacious.

Grass stalns mAy Do removed from linen  with
aleohol,

Frult stains may be removed In the saifie Wiy, but
hot nicohol works quicker.

To remove axle greass, soften first with lard.
K removes line marks.
Bour milk removes Ink spots,

Discolorations and stains on bath enamel may be
removed by turpentine.

Leather stalns on lght colored hoalery fMmay be
removed by borax.

There la, however, no method kmown by which
mud ined may be d  after
blitter political campaigns.

This pamphlet was distributed by the National Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage. It
contained reasons why women did not need to vote. Many women found these ideas rather
offensive; however, there were some who did agree with them. In addition to the anti-suffrage
language, the pamphlet caught women’s attention with its title “Household Hints” and inside there
was useful household advice. These suggestions, like “Sour milk removes ink spots,” provided
women with easy solutions to common issues while also encouraging them to not “waste time,
energy and money” by voting. Description from National Women’s History Museum.
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r DISCRIMINATING AGAINST'
~ MOTHER

R R T i e T e,
OPINIONS OF PATRIOTS Whols Agitating the Woman Mas e Madhion a8 Aahibon. T
ABAINST WOMAN SUFFRAGE Suffrage Movement? Qv ey

Mate—It Will B Gbuerved Thet Thase Mes
Are Out of Politics and That Their Views
Are Mot Influesced Eithar by Fear of tha
Wamen's Vote or by Livaly Expectstions of

Fawors ta Fovem amen's Vale T N .
m' Ciane ot v Who W()Uld v’ote lf won]ﬂn Not the Mathers, they are too busy
L e e e to engage in politics, and
= ) Suffrage Came? they seldom vote

: | What Women Hold Office Notthe Mothers, but those wamen
. . T who have heen characterised

3 Under Woman Suffrage? as the “third pex”

_.'_:_ Who Profits Under wOman ‘Not the Mother, nor the state, but
.‘._'::__._ - those corrupt political influences
SLED Suffrager which manipudate the contralled vose
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What Is the Suffrage Attitude Motherhood s to Become a Pro-

tected Industry,” says Mrs. Pank-

e e Toward the Mother? g o e

Protect the Family and Vote
“No” on the
Woman Suffrage Amendment |

Oklahoma Association Opposed ro Woman Suffrags Address: Skirvin Hotel, Oklahoma City

g0 e O B O O O e O B 0 e O B O e £ 0 e 0 I O E 0 e O 1 O e O E O e

“Discriminating Against Mother.” Tulsa Daily World. (Tulsa, Indian Territory [Okla.]), 03 Nov. 1918.
Courtesy of Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Library of Congress.

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85042344/1918-11-03 /ed-1/seq-31/
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These are excerpts from a speech given by Senator J.B. Sanford, the Chairman of
the California Democratic Caucus, in 1911. He argued against the California suffrage
amendment and called on others to “keep woman where she belongs.”

Argument Against Women’s Suffrage, 1911

Prepared by J. B. Sanford, Chairman of California Democratic Caucus

ARGUMENT AGAINST SENATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 8

Suffrage is not a right. It is a privilege that may or may not be granted. Politics is no place
for a women consequently the privilege should not be granted to her.

The mother’s influence is needed in the home...Let her teach her daughters that modesty,
patience, and gentleness are the charms of a women. Let her teach her sons that an
honest conscience is every man’s first political law..The mothers of this country can shape
the destinies of the nation by keeping in their places and attending to those duties that
God Almighty intended for them...

The men are able to run the government and take care of the women. Do women have to
vote in order to receive the protection of man? ..To man, woman is the dearest creature on
earth, and there is no extreme to which he would not go for his mother or sister..Woman
does not have to vote to secure her rights. Man will go to any extreme to protect and
elevate her now...

Woman suffrage has been proven a failure in states that have tried it. It is wrong...On the
contrary, statistics go to show that in most equal suffrage states, Colorado particularly,
that divorces have greatly increased since the adoption of the equal suffrage amendment,
showing that it has been a home destroyer. Crime has also increased due to lack of the
mothers in the home...Let her be content with her lot and perform those high duties
intended for her by the Great Creator...Let the manly men and the womanly women defeat
this amendment and keep woman where she belongs in order that she may retain the
respect of all mankind.

Source: J. B. Sanford, Senator 4th District. Received by Secretary of State Frank Jordan on June 26th, 1911,
for publication as part of a voters’ information manual. Document is currently filed in the California State
Archives under: Secretary of State Elections Papers, 1911 Special Election.
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